
 
 

 

 

 
Alabama to Host Southeastern U.S. Public 
Safety Broadband Summit in 2020 
 

The FirstNet Program Office is in the process of planning a 
Southeastern U.S. Public Safety Broadband Summit to take place 
in early 2020. This summit will provide a forum for technology 
experts, policy leaders, industry partners, wireless service 
providers, and public safety professionals to discuss the latest 
technology advancements impacting the FirstNet nationwide public 
safety broadband network.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

FirstNet Spotlight 
 

June 2019 

 

News 
 

“Whether it is a disaster or just game day in Tuscaloosa (or Auburn for 

those other guys) the phone still works. If I have signal, I will be able to 

make something happen.” 

 

Reid Vaughan- Director of Regional Services, Alabama Fire College 
    Member of the Public Safety Advisory Committee 

 

 

Potential topics include: Public Safety Advisory Committee (PSAC) and Tribal Working Group update, 
rural coverage, technical updates, State and Local Implementation Grant Program (SLIGP) update, 
NG9-1-1, and Emergency Medical Services (EMS) use cases. 
 
For updates and more, visit our website at firstnet.alabama.gov. 
 

https://firstnet.alabama.gov/


 
 

  

MONTGOMERY, Ala., -- AT&T has invested more than $1.4 billion in Alabama wireless and wired 
networks during 2016-2018. These investments boost reliability, coverage, speed and overall performance 
for residents and businesses. AT&T has improved critical services that support Public Safety and first 
responders using the FirstNet communications platform.  

 
"Alabama's leaders have worked hard to create an environment that welcomes this level of investment from 
AT&T and others in the private sector," said Katie Boyd Britt, president and CEO of the Business Council 
of Alabama. "In order to pave the way for sustained investment and ensure our residents and businesses in 
communities across Alabama enjoy the type of connectivity they need and want, both today and 
tomorrow, Alabama must work to find solutions to expand wireless broadband." 

 
The AT&T LTE network now covers more than 400 million people in North America. In 2018, AT&T made 
hundreds of wireless network upgrades in Alabama, including the construction and activation of 8 new cell 
sites. Notable Alabama network enhancements in 2018 included more than 1160 LTE capacity adds to over 
530 cell sites across Alabama. 
 
"The significant investments AT&T is making in Alabama allows our over 4,600 AT&T employees who 
call Alabama home to enhance our wireless and wired networks and bring a host of new, innovative 
opportunities to keep communities and first responders connected, drive economic growth and spur job 
creation," said AT&T Alabama president Wayne Hutchens. 

 
Building upon the current and planned investments in Alabama, AT&T continues to extend the reach and 
increase the capacity of the FirstNet communications platform: 

 

AT&T Invests More Than $1.4 Billion Over 3-Year Period to Boost Local Networks in Alabama  

Source: News Release Issued by AT&T on June 25, 2019 

 

• Deployed Band 14 spectrum in more than 600 markets nationwide, including Anniston, Birmingham, 
Franklin, Gadsden, Huntsville, Mobile, Montgomery and Tuscaloosa. Band 14 is high-quality 
spectrum provided by the First Responder Network Authority. Its signal covers larger geographic 
areas with less infrastructure to better support rural communities, and it can better reach in-building 
in more urban areas as compared to higher-MHz spectrum. 

• Alabama first responders enjoy the fastest overall experience on FirstNet, compared to any 
commercial network in the nation, thanks to the specialized capabilities enabled by the physically 
separate and dedicated FirstNet network core, like always-on priority and preemption. 

FirstNet is built with AT&T in a public-private partnership with the First Responder Network Authority – an 
independent agency within the federal government. This helps ensure that the FirstNet communications 
platform and service offerings meet the short- and long-term needs of the public safety community. 
 

https://about.att.com/ecms/dam/snrdocs/Capex2019/Alabama%202019%20CapEx%20Release%206.25.19%20Final.pdf
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Outreach Workshop (Baldwin County) 
August 22, 2019 

APOSTC Law Enforcement Academy 
15950 Mosley Road 
Stapleton, AL 36578 

 
Register Here 

 

Outreach Workshop (Barbour County) 
August 27, 2019 

Lakepoint State Park 
104 Old Hwy 165  

Eufaula, AL 36027 
 

Register Here 
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